
 

P R E S I D E N T ’S  R E M A R K  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

President’s Remark 1 

AOC Executive Board 2 

AOC Board Meeting 

Minutes  
4 

SAC Executive Board 5 

AOC Interview 7 

SAC student activities 9 

News 11 

Openings 57 

Greetings members of the Association of Overseas Chinese Agricultural, Biological, and Food Engineers! 

Time flies! Many of you are likely preparing for or already traveling to the 2025 ASABE/CSABE Annual 
International Meeting, taking place next week in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. As always, AOC is excited to 
host a series of engaging activities at the conference. 

One of the highlights is this year’s legacy China Exchange session, scheduled for Monday afternoon 
from 2:30 to 5:00 PM at City Hall. We are honored to welcome an outstanding lineup of speakers: 

—From China: Dean Yunkai Li (China Agricultural University) and Dean Ying Liu (Zhejiang University) 

—From Canada: Dr. Ying Chen and Dr. Qiang Zhang (University of Manitoba) 

—From the U.S.: Dr. Jikai Zhao (Kansas State University) 

They will share their insights on international collaboration and career development pathways. We will 
also hold a special tribute in memory of Professor Maohua Wang, who passed away earlier this year. 
Information on memorial activities in China will be shared during the session. 

Following the technical session, we invite all members to attend the AOC Business Meeting (5:00–6:00 
PM in the same room), where our officers will share updates from the past year and welcome your ideas 
and feedback. 

Afterward, we’ll take a short 10-minute walk to a top-rated Chinese BBQ restaurant in nearby Chinatown 
for our annual Awards and Social Banquet. We’ll celebrate our community by announcing student and 
faculty awards—and reconnecting with familiar faces and new friends alike. AOC officers have worked 
hard to organize these events, and we truly hope to see many of you there! 

For those who are unable to attend this year’s meeting due to visa or other challenges—we’re thinking of 
you. Highlights and updates will be shared in our next issue of the IMPACT Newsletter. 

In this issue, you’ll also find: 

Upcoming conferences in high-interest research areas across China, the U.S., and beyond 

Open positions for graduate students and postdocs from our outstanding faculty 

An inspiring interview with Dr. Ke Wang, Assistant Professor in Food Science at Cornell University, who 
shares her journey from international PhD student at UC Davis to the biopharma industry, and back to 
academia. Her job search tips are incredibly helpful! 

We welcome your contributions—whether it’s a job posting, conference announcement, or personal ca-
reer story—for future issues. 

All of these connections and efforts make AOC a thriving and vibrant community. It has been a true hon-
or to serve you over the past year. I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the AOC Executive Board 
and SAC Team for their excellent work and support—and most importantly, to every AOC member. Your 
dedication is what keeps AOC active, impactful, and growing. 

Warmest regards, 

Yeyin Shi 

AOC President (2024-2025) 
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2025 AOC Board Meeting Minutes 

10:00-12:00 AM EST, May 30, 2025 

Attendants: Johnny Li, Guoming Li, Lilong Chai, Weilong He, Chang Chen, Lirong Xiang, Ce Yang, Yin Bao, 
Yeyin Shi. 

Scribed by: Lirong Xiang. 

1. China Exchange (Lead: Yin Bao; Assist: Chang Chen, Yeyin Shi): Two speakers confirmed: Prof. 
Ying Liu (Zhejiang University) and Prof. Yunkai Li (China Agricultural University), with one 
presenting in Chinese and requiring translation. A memorial section will be included for Dr. Mao-
hua Wang. Speaker information and session synopsis should be submitted to Jessica by June 2. 
Contact with Dr. Yin Chen (University of Manitoba) is also due by June 2. The finalized session 
agenda is due by June 30.  

2. Banquet (Lead: Ce Yang; Assist: Yeyin Shi, Yin Bao, Weilong He, Wenhao, Yike): A restaurant 
for approximately 120 guests will be reserved. Final headcount and quote must be confirmed with 
Jessica by June 30. 

3. Business Meeting (Lead: Yeyin Shi; Assist: Yin Bao, Ce Yang, Lirong Xiang): Topics include tax 
filing, China Exchange logistics, treasury update (Yu Jiang), and a hybrid format (online and in-
person). Proposed time is Monday 11:00 AM or 4:00 PM. Agenda is due June 8; draft slides by 
June 30; final slides by July 8. 

4. Awards (Leads: Johnny Li & Lilong Chai; Assist: Jiating Li, Frank Bai, Ke Wang, Weilong He): 
Awards will be given in five categories: Faculty, Academic Achievement, Paper, Presentation, 
and Leadership. Entry forms will be posted on WeChat and the AOC website by June 2. The 
deadline for submissions and reviewer identification is June 13. Reviews must be completed by 
June 27. Certificates and plaques will be ordered by June 30. Winners will be announced at the 
banquet. At least two reviewers will be recruited per award. A reviewer database will be built in 
the future.   

5. SAC Support: Wenhao and Yike will assist with banquet arrangements.  

6. Next Meeting: Scheduled for around June 30, 2025, likely as a brief update via WeChat or a short 
online meeting. 
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AOC Interview—Dr. Wang, KE   

  

My name is Ke Wang, I am a research assistant professor at 

Food Science Department of Cornell University. Prior to this 

position, I have worked in biopharma industry prior to this 

position. I am very honored to share my experience with the 

AOC community. 

What’s your educational background and profes-

sional experience? 

I came from Nanjing, the capital city of Jiangsu Province in 

China. I obtained my Ph.D. from UC Davis about three years 

ago. Then I worked as a senior scientist in biopharma indus-

try for three years before joining Cornell as a faculty.  

What inspired you to study abroad and what brought 

you to the current field? 

My friends were the inspiration for me to study abroad. I have a close childhood friend who 

has been to Canada since high school. She would come back to visit me every summer and 

tell me about funny stories of her life there. That made me curious of people and culture in 

western countries. And then in college I have another friend from students’ chorus club, who 

had similar interests of studying abroad and shared lots of resources with me. So I thought I 

could give it a try. And for what brought me to the current field, I’d say it’s movies by Hayao 

Miyazaki that sparked my childhood dream of protecting the mother nature. With that, I have 

explored research areas where diverse approaches are applied to promote sustainability, 

and my interest was narrowed down to biotech-related approach. In this journey I’ve been 

very fortunate to have a wonderful graduate advisor who is also my lifelong role model. 

Could you talk about some interesting facts about your research or daily life? 

I love watching mystery and science fiction movies, in fact, I’d watch the same ones for 

many times and find it refreshing. Interstellar is my favorite of all time. And so far, I’d rec-

ommend another one: Coherence. 

What is the biggest challenge you have faced in your profession? 

Negativity. As a researcher who can fail many times a week, staying optimistic can be key. 

Negativity comes not only from oneself, but may also from others including one’s colleagues, 

students, and even family and friends. It takes courage and tactics to overcome negativity 

and stay passionate long enough to enjoy the rewarding moment when the idea finally 

works. I think that is the biggest challenge which also helps me to enjoy the most of being a 

researcher. 
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AOC Interview—Dr. Wang, KE (page 2)   

  

Could you provide some suggestions to oversee Chinese students/postdoc who 

are looking for a faculty position? 

Be proactive and always plan ahead: be aware of the position requirements by checking out 

the descriptions in faculty search. The rule of thumb is to have an outstanding CV with good 

peer-reviewed publications, experience in funding acquisition, and have a vision of how 

your future research program will evolve to be based on your experience. And make use of 

the resources in your university, such as attending alumni events and make connections and 

learn about their experiences. And for job talk… practice more and practice with audience 

(such as your friends and family). When you think you are ready, start application, and apply 

to multiple positions. Some of my acquaintances (including myself) screwed up the very first 

interview for various reasons, but it always gets better for the second and the third ones, and 

many more. Last but not least, best of luck! And I mean it. In some cases it is true that an offer 

comes with a bit of luck, that the search committee happens to appreciate your niche. But 

even if you didn’t get an offer from your last interview, don’t get discouraged and start to 

question your capability. Always be assertive. There is a saying ‘fake it till you make it’, 

which works like a charm for almost every job interview, including faculty search. 
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SAC student activities 

AOC seminar: AI&Digital Technology Enable Sustainable Production Agriculture 

 

2025年2月27日美东时间7点晚的线上讲座演讲人为Jianfeng Zhou 教授，演讲主题为：AI&Digital 

Technology Enable Sustainable Production Agriculture。Dr. Jianfeng 

Zhou is an Associate Professor of Agricultural Engineering in the Di-
vision of Plant Science and Technology and Director of Digital Agri-
culture Research and Extension Center at the University of Missouri. 
Dr. Zhou received his doctoral degree from Washington State Univer-
sity and then undertook postdoc research associate. Dr. Zhou’s re-
search focuses on development and implementation of digital and pre-
cision agriculture technology for efficient and climate-smart crop and 
animal production. His research interests include development of artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)-enabled high-throughput crop phenotyping, me-
chanical and robotic harvesting technologies for specialty crops, smart 
and precision livestock farming and autonomous tractor technology. 
His research is supported by around $10 million from USDA NIFA, 
NSF, commodity groups and other funding sources. Dr. Zhou authored 
more than 60 journal papers and seven book chapters, and edited two 
books. His research also resulted in serval invention disclosures and 
patents. Zhou serves as Associate Editor for Frontiers in Plant Science, 
Journal of ASABE, and guest editor for several other journals. More 
information can be found at https://cafnrfaculty.missouri.edu/mupaa/, 
or https://darec.missouri.edu/.  

Digital agriculture technology powered by artificial intelligence is transforming conventional farming 
practices to smart and sustainable farming system. Agricultural big data acquired from high-throughput 
sensing systems, such as UAV, UGV, IoT and robotic sensing systems, are adopted to discover the in-
sights of plants and animals for precision management. The Precision & Automated Agriculture Lab 
(PAAL) of University of Missouri focuses on developing AI-enabled technologies for precision crop 
management and phenotyping,  as well as precision livestock farming. In this seminar, Dr. Zhou went 
over the mission and on-going research projects of PAAL related to digital agriculture technology. He 
also shared information of Digital Agriculture Research and Extension Center, followed by Q&A.  

Prof. Zhou, Jianfeng  
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SAC student activities 

AOC seminar: Understanding the role of extension in precision livestock farming  

 

2025年5月16日美东时间7点晚的线上讲座演讲人为Lilong Chai教授，演讲主题为：Understanding 

the role of extension in precision livestock farming 。Dr. Lilong Chai 

is an Associate Professor & Engineering Specialist in the Department 
of Poultry Science, College of Agricultural and Environmental Scienc-
es at the University of Georgia (UGA). He is also an affiliate faculty/
steering committee member of the UGA Institute for Integrative Preci-
sion Agriculture. His research and extension interests include climate-
smart animal production, precision poultry farming, and animal health 
and welfare. Dr. Chai has published 280 scientific publications (90 
journal articles, 140 conference papers/abstracts, and 50 extension arti-
cles), serving as PI/Co-PI on 40 grants/contracts totaling about $5 mil-
lion, and receiving 20 professional awards/honors. Dr. Chai currently 
serves as the Coordinator/Program Chair for the Georgia Precision 
Poultry Farming Conference and Georgia Layer Conference, two annu-
al extension poultry training programs at UGA; Past President of the 
AOCABFE; Past Chair of the ASABE-Environmental Air Quality 
Committee; and grant proposal reviewer/panelist for USDA-NIFA, 
NSF, Canada Foundation for Innovation, Canadian Poultry Research 
Council, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Dutch Research Coun-
cil, and the German Research Foundation.   

Precision livestock farming uses advanced sensors and sensing tech-
nologies for improving animal production/reproduction, animal welfare, food safety, and environmental 
sustainability. In this talk, Dr. Chai introduced PLF research projects (e.g., poultry health and welfare 
monitoring and management strategies) and extension programs for training producers with PLF technol-
ogies.   

Prof. Chai, Lilong   
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New productive forces in agriculture highlighted 

The central government has unveiled a policy blueprint calling for the development of new 
productive forces in the agricultural sector, a concept that includes accelerating break-
throughs in key technologies and fostering leading enterprises in agricultural science and 
technology. 

The policy, released on Sunday as the country's "No 1 central document" for 2025, under-
scores the need to strengthen agricultural innovation, expand the use of artificial intelli-
gence and advance smart farming. 

As the first policy statements released by China's central authorities each year, No 1 central 
documents are seen as indicators of policy priorities. Since 2004, the central government 
has issued the No 1 document focused on agricultural and rural development for 22 consec-
utive years. 

With reform and opening-up, as well as scientific and technological innovation, as driving 
forces, the country will safeguard grain security and ensure that no large-scale lapsing or 
relapsing into poverty occurs, the document says. 

According to the document, the country will step up research efforts and application of do-
mestically produced, advanced agricultural machinery and equipment. The country will al-
so support the development of smart agriculture and expand the scenarios for application of 
AI. 

Jin Wencheng, director of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs' rural economy re-
search center, said that developing new productive forces in the agricultural sector includes 
utilizing biotechnology in breeding, as well as using drone technology, AI and digital tech-
nology. 

"These applications can effectively change the development of agricultural production, 
which is of great significance for accelerating the modernization process of agriculture," Jin 
said. 

At the same time, the country needs to build a technology innovation system for the agri-
cultural sector and create its own innovation platform, which can be used to promote the 
development of new productive forces, Jin added. 

Tu Shengwei, a researcher at the National Development and Reform Commission's Institute 
of Macroeconomic Research, said the application of digital technology in the agricultural 
sector and rural areas not only brings changes to traditional production modes, but also in-
troduces a new development model that aims to promote standardized, large-scale agricul-
tural production. 
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Chinese agriculture poised for breakthroughs in new quality productive forces  

A latest report projects systemic breakthroughs in China's new quality productive forces in 
terms of agriculture over the next decade, with grain yield per unit area expected to in-
crease by 7.8 percent. 

The China Agricultural Outlook Report (2025-2034), released at the 2025 Agricultural 
Outlook Conference held at the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) in 
Beijing on Sunday, reviewed China's agricultural market performance in 2024 and fore-
cast production, consumption, trade and price trends for major farm products in the course 
of the next decade. 

The report highlighted structural optimization in China's agricultural supply during 2024 -
- marked by steady modernization progress and quality development. Notable achieve-

ments included enhanced supply of green and high-quality products, with 139,000 new 
crop germplasm resources collected, 1.07 million livestock genetic materials preserved, 
and 120,000 aquatic genetic materials documented. 

Agricultural technology and infrastructure continued to strengthen in 2024, contributing 
more than 63 percent to productivity growth, the report said. High-quality crop variety 
coverage exceeded 96 percent, while comprehensive mechanization reached 75.4 percent. 
Over 5.33 million hectares of high-standard farmland were newly developed or upgraded, 
bringing total coverage to 66.67 million hectares. 

According to the report, China's agricultural green development has progressed signifi-
cantly -- with livestock waste utilization reaching 79.4 percent, crop straw utilization ex-
ceeding 88 percent, and agricultural film recycling surpassing 80 percent. 
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Chinese agriculture poised for breakthroughs in new quality productive forces  

The decade-long forecast predicts fundamental improvements in rural revitalization and 
agricultural modernization. Grain production capacity will achieve both quantitative and 
qualitative enhancements, with the cultivated area stabilizing at 119 million hectares by 
2034. 

Supported by accelerated technological advancement and promotion of high-yield, stress-
resistant crop varieties, grain yield is projected to rise 7.8 percent to 6,311 kg/ha by 2034. 
Corn and soybean yields are expected to reach 7,350 kg/ha and 2,775 kg/ha, respectively, 
the report said. 

It noted that rising consumer demand for premium, healthy and diversified agricultural 
products aligns with China's economic growth and living standard improvements. 

The report also said that agricultural trade patterns will optimize through deeper global 
supply chain integration -- with grain imports expected to decline to 113 million tonnes by 
2034. Vegetable and fruit exports are forecast to grow annually by 2.6 percent and 8.8 per-
cent, respectively, maintaining international competitiveness. 

Organized by the Agricultural Information Institute of the CAAS, the conference empha-
sized enhancing comprehensive production capacity to address external uncertainties. It 
also emphasized advancing AI and emerging technologies to strengthen monitoring sys-
tems, reaffirming commitment to building China into an agricultural powerhouse. 

The event featured high-level discussions on food security, smart agriculture development, 
trade coordination mechanisms, and AI-powered market monitoring, reflecting current in-
dustry focus areas.   
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China reaffirms commitment to advancing agricultural technology 

China has reaffirmed its commitment to advancing agricultural technology with the release 

of the latest "No. 1 central document" on Sunday, emphasizing collaborative research, tech-

nological breakthroughs, and the development of cutting-edge farming solutions. 

The document highlights the role of technological innovation in optimizing production fac-

tors, fostering leading agricultural enterprises, and strengthening key research platforms, 

such as "Nanfan Silicon Valley," a breeding base in southern China. 

"Nanfan," which literally means "breeding in the south," refers to a crop breeding practice 

that takes advantage of the warm winter and spring climate on Hainan Island and other 

southern regions of China. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the National Development and Reform 

Commission, and other authorities jointly published an action plan for Nanfan Scientific 

and Research Breeding Base in Sanya on January 31, 2024. 

The plan aims for the breeding base to become a national-level hub for breeding industry 

innovation by 2030, offering scientific research, production, sales, scientific exchanges and 

achievement transfer. 

The document also underscores the promotion of biological breeding, high-quality agricul-

tural machinery, and smart agriculture, incorporating artificial intelligence (AI), data, and 

low-altitude technologies.  
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China reaffirms commitment to advancing agricultural technology 

Last year, the national inventory of agricultural machinery surpassed 200 million units, 

with the deployment of terminal equipment using the country's BeiDou Navigation Satellite 

System exceeding 2.2 million units. The overall mechanization rate for crop planting, culti-

vation, and harvesting rose to more than 74 percent, with cultivation of the three primary 

staple crops now largely mechanized, China Media Group reported last December. 

There is a smart farm called Fuxi Farmland in Xiong'an New Area, north China's Hebei 

Province. Utilizing big data and AI, engineers can manage grain planting by controlling re-

mote unmanned machines from a control center located 20 kilometers away, while access-

ing real-time information about crops through a large monitoring screen. 

East China's Zhejiang Province has recently issued an action plan for the development of 

the low-altitude economy in agricultural and rural areas, aiming to further integrate this 

economy to enhance agriculture. According to the plan, by 2027, the number of agricultural 

drones in Zhejiang will exceed 10,000, and 100 intelligent monitoring points for agricultur-

al production will be built. 

With these strategic initiatives, China is setting the stage for a more efficient, sustainable, 

and technologically advanced agricultural future. 
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THE 9 TRENDS THAT WILL SHAPE THE AGRITECH SECTOR IN 2025 
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IMPACT NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL BOARD 

 

EDITOR 

 

Guoming Li —— University of Georgia 

 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
 

Weilong He — North Carolina State University 

Zhenghua Zhang — North Carolina State University 

Liyike Ji — University of Florida 

Fengkai Tian — University of Missouri 

 

 

The 2024–2025 AOC IMPACT Editorial Board 
 

Call for  

News & Activity Reports 
 

The 2024-2025 IMPACT editorial Board earnestly invites you  to submit 
news and activity reports related to ASABE and AOC. Please send your 

write-up and/ or picture news to the Editorial Board at 
aoc.impact@gmail.com. The IMPACT Board will work with you to put 

your news into the publication. 

It is our publication and it is your publication. We sincerely thank each 
and every AOC members for their support! 

征稿启事 

AOCABFE 
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